
 

 

Elisabeth Haub School of Law Class of 2017 Graduates to Clerk for Federal 

Judges 

 

Scott Wenzel and Samantha Hazen, both graduates of Pace Law’s Class of 2017, 

will begin clerkships with federal judges in the fall.  

 

Scott will be clerking for the Honorable Debra M. Brown in the Northern District 

of Mississippi.  Judge Brown sits in Greenville, Mississippi.  Scott is thrilled with 

the opportunity to clerk for a sitting federal judge; he notes that he chose to 

participate in the Federal Judicial Honors Program specifically because he knew he 

ultimately wanted to clerk for a federal judge after graduation. 

 

During Scott’s second year at Pace Law, he interned with the Honorable Cathy 

Seibel in the Southern District of New York. Then, during his final semester at 

Pace Law, through the semester-in-practice program, he was given the opportunity 

to intern full-time with the Honorable Patty Shwartz on the Third Circuit Court of 

Appeals. Judge Shwartz had been particularly impressed with her FJHP interns in 

the past, so she reached out to Pace Law for applicants when a full-time internship 

slot in her chambers opened up for this spring. Scott notes that “[t]he FJHP was the 

ideal opportunity to gain experience that could lead to landing a position as a clerk 

post-graduation. I interned with two judges during the course of my studies at Pace 

and both experiences were incredible.  I loved it.” 

 



In the fall, Samantha will be clerking for the Honorable Thomas I. Vanaskie of the 

United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit in Scranton, 

Pennsylvania.  Samantha learned of the FJHP when she was applying to Pace and 

had her sights set on it from day one.  “I was ecstatic when I received my 

acceptance into the program and it exceeded all of my expectations. I gained 

exposure to Manhattan interning for the Honorable Richard J. Sullivan in the 

Southern District of New York.  Judge Sullivan and his law clerks were 

instrumental in improving my analytical skills.  At Pace, the weekly seminars for 

the program exposed me to the various types of cases federal judges encounter. I 

would not have the opportunity I do now if not for the FJHP.” 
 


